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Hermanus ratepayers, who own properties within the defined boundaries of the Hermanus Special 
Ratings Area (HSRA), will be pleased to know that the establishment process of the HSRA is well 
underway. The public perception survey, required in terms of the Overstrand Municipality’s SRA By-
law, has been completed and the HSRA Steering Committee has also submitted its proposed business 
plan for the area to the Municipality. 

A Notice of Public Meeting will be published in the Village News and the Hermanus Times during the 
course of this week, alerting ratepayers to attend a Public Meeting at 17h00 on 19 December at the 
Municipal Auditorium. At this meeting, ratepayers will receive a presentation from the HPP on their 
interim plan to provide crime prevention and public safety services until July 2020 when it is envisaged 
that the SRA will be in place. Should this be the case, the HPP will continue to manage public safety 
and cleansing services in the HSRA area.  

The HSRA Steering Committee will also present its business plan to ratepayers at the meeting on 19 
December and will cover the results of the public perception survey, the content of the business plan, 
the proposals for crime prevention, public safety and cleansing, the proposed budget and ratepayer 
levies, and the timetable in which this must be achieved in order for the SRA to commence in July 
2020. Critically, the voting period for ratepayers to vote for or against the establishment of the 
proposed HSRA will commence directly after the Public Meeting. 

It is the firm view of the HSRA Steering Committee that an Hermanus SRA should be established by its 
ratepayers, and this can only happen if more than 50% of ratepayers in the area vote in favour of such 
establishment.  Should we not obtain the required majority vote, we believe that this would result in 
dire consequences for our town. In the absence of an SRA, there is little doubt that there will be an 
escalation of crime and a consequent fall in property prices. We cannot afford such a scenario and the 
damage that will be done to our town. 

Michael Farr 

Chairman, HSRA Steering Committee   

For more information visit our website https://hermanussra.co.za  


