
 

Hermanus SRA Steering Committee | Hermanus Public Protection (HPP) 

Joint Statement – 25 October 2019 

Dear Ward 3 | 4 Property Owner 
 
As you may now be aware, an application to establish a Special Rating Area (SRA) is underway.  An 
SRA is a clearly defined geographical area, in which property owners contribute additional rates to 
enhance and supplement municipal services (including crime prevention and public safety). 

The establishment process is governed by the Overstrand Municipality’s SRA by-law and policy, which 
require several stages to ensure a transparent and participative process. For more information, 
including the proposed SRA boundaries, please visit https://hermanussra.co.za/. 

The SRA, should it be successfully established, intends to use Hermanus Public Protection (HPP), a 
registered non-profit company (NPC), which has been in existence since 2002, as the management 
body to operate the Hermanus SRA. It is constituted in terms of the Companies Act (amended in 2008) 
and governed by a Board of Directors. For more information, please visit 
http://www.hppsecurity.co.za/. 

The Transition 
It is envisaged that the HSRA will come into effect on 1 July 2020 provided it gains the compulsory 50% 
plus one support of property owners within the defined SRA. Simultaneously, mandatory levies on 
property values to fund services to ratepayers (primarily crime prevention, public safety and cleansing) 
will commence. 

While the HSRA-Steering Committee (led by Michael Farr) is focused on meeting the tight deadlines 
for each stage of the SRA establishment process, HPP operations will continue. 

Partnership 
This communique serves to confirm that the HSRA-Steering Committee (HSRA-SC) and the HPP-Board 
of Directors have agreed a collaborative partnership against the backdrop of a common goal – 
ensuring a safe, clean and caring environment that contributes to Hermanus being a highly sought-
after investment and tourism destination. The parties are committed to work side-by-side to achieve 
a sustainable solution for Hermanus. 

Current HPP-Services 
HPP currently provides the following services: 

 Foot patrols along the Cliff Path, the CBD, Hoys Koppie and the suburbs within the HPP-area 
 Bicycle patrols (mainly suburbs) 
 Vehicle patrols (day and night) 
 Surveillance (via 19 strategically positioned cameras) 



Cleansing services along the Cliff Path and Hoys Koppie have been terminated due to lack of funds but 
will be reinstated when the establishment process of the Hermanus SRA has been completed and its 
operations commence. 

Risk of a Security Gap 
Until 30 June 2019, HPP-operations were funded by a rate levy of 10%. Monies were collected by the 
Overstrand Municipality (OM) and paid over to HPP. However, the OM terminated levy collection on 
30 June 2019. It was argued that the old bylaw (gazetted on 25 August 2000) which regulated the HPP 
City Improvement District (CID) ‘lacked legality’. 

As a result, HPP currently has no guaranteed income. Operations are funded from dwindling reserves 
and voluntary contributions. 

Appeal 
Given the unwanted consequences of a security gap ahead of 1 July 2020, the HSRA-SC and the HPP-
Board appeal to property owners to continue making voluntary contributions to fund HPP operations 
during the transition phase. 

The HPP-Board has already had to reduce the number of foot patrollers throughout the HPP-area. 
There is a strong likelihood that most or even all foot patrols will be suspended (including on the cliff 
path) by the end of December 2019 if property owners do not make voluntary contributions to HPP. 
Crime prevention and public safety could be highly compromised as a result of inadequate funding. 

Voluntary Contributions 
We call on every property owner within the HPP-area to resume payment soonest. You have three 
payment options: 

 Via EFT directly into HPP’s current account 
 Secure payment via PayFast linked to the HPP-website (www.hppsecurity.co.za)  
 By crossed cheque (made out to Hermanus Public Protection and dropped off at the offices of 

Pam Golding in the CBD). 

HPP-Banking Details 

 Hermanus Public Protection 
 ABSA Hermanus 
 Branch Code: 632 005 
 Account Number: 404 947 1430 
 Account Type: Current 

Important  

 All transactions should reflect your erf number (as reference) 
 Please send confirmation of payment if you pay via EFT (mail to hpp@hermanus.co.za) 
 All payments will be acknowledged. 

 



Monthly Contributions - Tiered System 

We propose the following simple system: 
 

 Properties with a municipal value of R3 million or below: R150-00 
 Properties with a municipal value up to R6 million:  R200-00 
 Properties with a municipal value up to R10 million:  R250-00 
 Properties with a municipal value above R10 million:  R300-00 

 
The municipal value of your property is reflected on your monthly municipal bill (top right-hand 
corner). 

Further Appeal: HSRA-Perception Survey 
The results of the perception survey will inform the finalisation of the proposed SRA’s business plan. 
This business plan will then be presented to ratepayers at a public meeting or meetings. At this stage 
approximately 10% of property owners have completed the survey. 

A 20% completion rate is required to achieve a sufficient level of validity.  We wish to urge property 
owners to complete the survey within the next two weeks if we are to avoid delays in the 
establishment process. The survey link is: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3FMYKGZ. 

Thanking you in anticipation. 
 
 
Michael Farr       Errol van Staden 
HSRA-SC Chair      HPP Chair 
 


